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IT’S YOUR PLAN, 
HAVE YOUR SAY!



Consultation Period:
17th May 2021 - 28th June 2021
In compliance with Regulation 14 
of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012.

Background to the Brenchley 
& Matfield Neighbourhood 
Plan
Neighbourhood Plans are an essential 
part of local planning. Working 
within the framework of national 
policies and the Borough’s Local 
Plan, they enable local communities 
to influence the future of their 
area, helping to protect what is 
most valued and shaping future 
development.

The Brenchley & Matfield 
Neighbourhood Plan is the result 
of more than three years work by a 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
(NPSG), set up by the Parish Council. 

The current NPSG consists of local 
volunteers and Parish Councillors.

We are now consulting you on 
whether the Plan properly reflects 
community views and priorities and 
whether you have further suggestions 
for improvement. 

How has the Plan been 
prepared? 
The Steering Group has assembled a 
range of evidence and has consulted 
residents, community groups and 
businesses, though this has been 
constrained over the last year by 
Covid restrictions.  Consultation in 
both Brenchley and Matfield has 
included:
• Visioning events in February 2018 
to identify key issues and priorities;
• A 3-day Design Forum in March 
2018 in Matfield Village Hall, with 
submissions from individuals and 
community groups;
• Community meetings and drop-in 
sessions in November 2018, February 
March 2019 and February/March 
2020, to discuss emerging policies;
• A Housing Needs Survey in October 
2020;
• A Business and Employment Survey 
in October 2020; and
• Regular articles in Roundabout to 
keep the community informed on 
progress.

What does the Plan say? 
The Plan addresses key challenges 
arising from the pressure for 
increased development, climate 
change, environmental degradation 
and social and economic change. It 
sets out this vision for the parish for 
the next 17 years:



The Plan then identifies both strategic 
and more detailed objectives related 
to the vision, in six key areas:
• Housing
• Design
• Business and Employment
• Landscape and Environment
• Access and Movement
• Community, Leisure and Recreation

Policies are set out and explained for 
each of these areas. The Plan also 
suggests Community Action Projects 
and, potentially, other community 
benefits, to be financed from 
developer contributions and other 
sources, to improve life in the parish.

Does the Neighbourhood Plan 
carry any weight?  
Yes, although the Plan cannot 
contradict national policy or the 
Tunbridge Wells Local Plan and does 
not cover all areas of interest to the 
community, such as Highways and 
Community Services.  Once adopted 
the Plan has to be taken into account 
in planning decisions made by the 
Borough Council on all planning 
applications.  It can influence the 
type and style of development, 
including developments not 

separately identified in 
the Local Plan, reinforce 
commitment to environmental 
protection and influence 
the use made of developer 
financial contributions.

How can I have a say about the 
draft Plan?
This is your Plan for the future and 
your views do matter, so please make 
sure you send them by the end of the 
6-week Regulation 14 consultation 
period on 28 June. See the back cover 
for different ways to contribute.  

What will happen to the 
feedback?  
Your feedback will help improve 
the Plan. Every comment will be 
carefully considered in preparing the 
final draft for submission to TWBC 
and then independent examination. 
A Consultation Statement will be 
issued, tabulating the comments 
received.  Following review of the 
final draft of the Plan by TWBC, 
there will be a further consultation 
on the final draft before it goes to 
the Examiner. The final step will be a 
referendum, seeking your approval of 
the Plan.

Brenchley and Matfield will 
embrace sustainable change and 
development that conserves and 

enhances the special qualities 
of the parish’s landscape and 
built heritage, promotes the 
economic and social welfare 

of the community, encourages 
demographic balance and 

recognises the need for action on 
climate change.



How can I view the 
Neighbourhood Plan?
Copies of the full 
Neighbourhood Plan, a shorter 
Policy-only Document and 

supporting documents can be found 
on the Neighbourhood Plan website, 
www.bandmnp.com, together with a 
link to an online survey.
The documents can be viewed at the 
following times. A member of the 
Steering Group will be in attendance 
to answer questions and discuss any 
issues. 
Note: Covid measures will be in 
place. Please wear a mask, bring 
along a pen and use the sanitizer 
before and after viewing the 
document.

Morning sessions - 9am to 12pm 
at Matfield Pavilion
Monday 24 May, Tuesday 8 June and 
Thursday 17 June.
Afternoon sessions - 12pm to 3pm
at Brenchley Memorial Hall 
Wednesday 26th May, Thursday 10th 
June and Monday 14th June.
Evening sessions  - 6pm to 9pm
Brenchley Memorial Hall 
Monday 14 June 
Matfield Pavilion 
Thursday 17 June
Drop-in events - 10am to 1pm
Matfield Pavilion 
Saturday 12th June
Brenchley Memorial Hall 
Saturday 19th June

1.  Fill in the on-line survey
You can find a link to the online Survey Monkey survey at www.bandmnp.
com.  You can comment on as many or few of the policies as you wish.  On-line 
completion will facilitate the analysis of returns.
2.  Collect a paper copy of the survey from Matfield Pavilion (9am to 1pm on 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays) or download it from www.bandmnp.com.  Return it 
to the mailbox at Matfield Pavilion, Matfield, TN12 7JU.
3. Come along to one of the Viewing Sessions or Drop-in events (details 
above) to view the documents and discuss any issues with members of the 
Steering Group.
4. E-mail: bandmnp@gmail.com

Ways to make your views known

NP Steering Group 
The Brenchley and Matfield 
Neighbourhood Plan would not 
have been possible without the 
commitment and dedication of the 
volunteers in the Steering Group.  
Financial support has been received 
from Brenchley & Matfield Parish 
Council and Central Government.

Current NPSG members:

Elizabeth Akenhead
Jane Buckley-Sander
Lynne Butler
David Goodridge
Tina Middleton
Simon O’Donnell
Kevin Sparkhall


